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I’ve found myself captured by the scene in front of Pilate’s palace that day. The 
rising crescendo of the angry cry. 
’Bar-abbas! We want Bar-abbas! Free Bar-abbas! Crucify Jesus!’ 
I’m captured because Bar-abbas translated means (Bar) Son of the (Abba) Father. 
Standing there in front of the crowd were two men, both of whom had the title - Son of the 
Father. The people were being given the choice as to which Son they would choose.  
Without hesitation, they turned their back on the Father’s Son and chose what they understood. 
They rejected the One who was the true Son.  
’Bar-abbas! We want Bar-abbas! Free Bar-abbas! Crucify Jesus!’ 
Father, where do I reject you and choose the limited, false option - the option I understand? 
Give me the heart that will always choose You. 

As you contemplate Easter, may you also be captured by new understandings of the familiar.  

Enjoy the magazine. 

With love 
Pip Harry

A Wee Note from the Editor
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From our Vicar

I have been thinking about Palm Sunday. The Jewish 

Community held high hopes of Jesus. There was excitement in 

the air, Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the dead and now had arrived in Bethany preparing 

to enter Jerusalem. Here is the man, the Messiah, the Chosen One who is going to free the 

Jews from Roman rule, He was their General, the victor in battle who was going to process 

into Jerusalem, a celebrated ruler, a King. 

“Hosanna Hosanna Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord, 

Hosanna in the highest.” It would be but a few days later that those words would change to 

“crucify him, crucify him, crucify him”. Jesus never came to meet the expectations of the 

Jews. He came to die for our sins. 

I have expectations of myself and for ministry. They are not goals or plans, they are a firm 

belief and trust in God, period!!!  

It would be wonderful if God gave us all the money required to repair our Church, that it 

would be comfortable, warm in winter, cool in summer, to be painted, all the rotten wood 

replaced, new carpet, cushions for all the pews, a bright projector that was clear for all to see 

any time of the day. To have the best quality wafers for communion, an endless stock of 

candles, new Bibles with large print. Manicured lawns, new lighting and sound system. 

Wouldn't it be lovely to have a Link Centre, to be fully funded and enough tithes and 

offeratories to meet all the financial needs of the Church? 

The reality is that's not what God came for. To call him Hosanna only when our expectations 

are met is not relationship, like the Jews we too will be disappointed, like the Jews we would 

also miss the real reason God came. 

Whilst all those things would be wonderful, God primarily wants our hearts. When he has our 

hearts, then and only then can we trust that Hosanna, he who came in the name of the Lord, 

will provide.  
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The greatest expectation I have for my Parish is that we 

together would have a relationship with God which grows our 

trust in him. 

At aged 15, I was a youth leader, most were older than me. I 

was not a good youth leader, I think it was because I skipped 

my teenage years and did not understand youth. I have worked a lot with younger people 

but always knew I was more comfortable around older people. 

This year I have worked more with young people more than ever. It's not an easy 

demographic for me, this time however it's different because I know God has me there. A 

group of men from this community - a policeman, a tennis coach, a Priest, a motel owner and 

a paraplegic athlete - have combined to run a programme at Thames High School, targeting 

the more challenged youth. Each of us have daughters who will attend Thames High School 

in the next three years so we have a vested interest. 

I am also teaching kapa haka at the Catholic School. I smile when I think there is an Anglican 

Priest in a Catholic School. I'm often referred to as Father - I make sure they see my wedding 

ring. These roles are about connecting dots within this community, which then opens 

relationships into places the Church has not been able to enter. I love that St Georges can 

penetrate into spaces where God can be taken, both secular and Church. 

God is growing me. I'm being challenged, I’m learning, I’m being pushed and twisted, but I 

love the following verses which teach me to trust God for this season of life in Thames. 

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.  Behold, I stand at 

the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and 

dine with him, and he with Me.  To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My 

throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  Rev 3  

Office Hours 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
9am - 1pm  
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Marine Reach Ministries  
by John Hillery

Marine Reach is the maritime arm of Marine Reach 

Ministries and was started in 1990. It is a volunteer 

Christian organisation for professionals and other 

dedicated people to help spread the word of Jesus 

through practical work in under privileged regions 

Among its many activities Marine Reach operates 

small hospital type of ships from 2006 through 2009 and it is this aspect that I took part in. The 

ship concerned was the “Pacific Link” and my main role was to be involved with moving the ship 

from the Tauranga base to Fiji or Samoa and return because I had the necessary ocean going 

qualifications 

I joined the ship while it was on the Tauranga Slipway I October 2006 for a refit. I joined a 

volunteer group of Engineers who worked on the rudder, propeller and the underwater valves on 

the ship’ hull 

I then took part in some of the “Outreach” programmes from time to time. 

These programmes were for 11 days each fortnight and there were 6 to 8 outreaches each year. 

Pacific Link had a crew of 11 and took 35 or so outreach people each programme. The main thrust 

of the mission was to spread or reinforce the Word of God in remote areas of the Pacific and this 

was done by Evangelical people backed up by the practical work that included Dentistry and 

Ophthalmic services backed up by Nursing too. 

  

I then took part in 3 seasons of Outreach going to 

remote and very poor islands off Fiji and Samoa. Of 

these the outreach to the Lomaiviti Islands was the most 

memorable for me. 

We had medical staff from all over the world and the 
days were very long. We usually started at 5.30 am to 
move the ship to where it was needed then after 
breakfast, a full day often of 10 or 12 hours operating 
and sometimes into the dark fixing generators for 
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Our New Toilet 
All of the necessary steps have been taken, approvals 

gained and we are in the position to start building in 

mid-April. It is great to be at this point! 

How you can help 
Any funding or donations towards the building maintenance are always 

gratefully received.  

More specifically, if any of you would like to contribute to the toilet, we would 

be very grateful. Maybe a donation to buy the toilet, or toilet seat, handbasin, 

some paint, even a toilet roll holder? Every little bit helps and is greatly 

appreciated! The cost of some of the items are listed below. 

Toto Disabled Toilet S Trap $570.00 

Atmor Instant Water Heater $630.00 

Hand Basin and tapware $232.00 

Grab rail and mirror, toilet roll holder $310.00 

Windows Update 
Three windows have now been replaced and painted. We have three more to do. Thank you to all 

who have contributed time, skill, energy and financially. 

With the 150th celebration of St George’s coming up in Jan 2022, it would be nice to have the 
windows repaired by then. 

schools, medical centres and houses. 

This outreach was particularly difficult for some to take. The people were very poor in health and 
spirit and cried when we arrived and when we left. This was because the only medical attention 
they got was through the Pacific Link and that was only once every 4 years 

The statistics tell it all with 1188 patients attended to in 10 days plus many island outboard motors 
got running after years of neglect. 

After all that, it was back to Fiji mainland and then off for another outreach with a different group 
of practical Christians to do it all over again somewhere else.  

There is so much more to tell but for me it was very life enriching experience. I was well out of my 
“comfort” zone for the first couple of outreaches but as time went on I feel I got much closer to 
God than ever before. 

Vinyl laying allowed sum of $900.00 

Plumbing/ drain laying $3100.00 

Paint $500.00

Property Update  
by Steve Darwall
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Again any donation toward the costs in repairing the windows would be a true blessing. Each 
window could cost $2000 to repair if we have to replace the glass. 

I’m often asked what 

it’s like being married 

to a Vicar, I usually say 

the Vicar is married to 

me. Our marriage is the 

perfect fairy tale, we never argue or disagree with each other, everything goes according to 

plan, we never complain about one another, not once have we gone to sleep angry or 

annoyed.  

We are always happy, neither of us have any anxieties or have down days. We always 

compromise, Brendon is as handsome now as he was on the day of our wedding. This is of 

course all untruths except for the part that Brendon is handsome.  

Being married to Brendon the man of my dreams is easy, at times being married to Brendon 

the Vicar can be challenging, not because I feel like I am getting the short end of the stick 

(and I sometimes do) but because his heart for God and people is so big, combine this with 

his work ethic and his incredible drive and determination I often see him push himself well 

past what most people would consider normal.  

He has very high standards and places huge expectations on himself which produces some 

amazing results, however being such a high achiever can see Brendon the man of my dreams 

exhausted. This might sound odd but during the challenging times we experience the most 

joy as a couple because only God and I get to see Brendon’s inner beauty, his vulnerabilities, 

his hurts, hopes and dreams, no one else gets to experience these magical, sad and funny 

moments.  

Brendon and I are very different people, he was raised by Christian 

parents and has always had an intimate relationship with God. I was 

raised in a single parent household with no understanding of God or His 

kingdom. I was new in my walk with God when I met and married 

Brendon. God brought us together because I am quite sure that left to 

our own devices, we would not have made a connection. 

We have experienced some confronting struggles, both as a couple and in our lives before we 

met. Brendon lost his wife Sandy to cancer two years before I met him, he was raising twin 

What it’s like to be married to the Priest  
by Leslie Wilkinson
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The Christmas Boxes were packed with many willing 
hands and delivered or collected by many. What a 
wonderful thing to see the community pull together to 
look out for others. 100 boxes were packed - full and 
running over with delicious, quality food. Thank you to 
all who helped to make it all happen.

Christmas Food Parcels

girls on his own. In 2015 I was diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer and underwent a 

mastectomy and chemotherapy. Yes, I was completely bald. One particular memory I have is after 

my surgery a nurse said to me that Brendon has stayed in the same spot until I was brought back 

up to the ward 8 hours later. 

We have experienced loss and struggle; we have failed many times but the one constant in our 

lives and in our marriage is God’s unfailing love.   

For Brendon and I what defines our marriage is how central God is and how big our hearts for 

God are. 
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Well, I like to show off to 

my friends that I'm the 

daughter of a Priest and it's 

really funny when people 

ask me if my Dad's really a 

Priest so of course I have to say yes. I also think that it's kinda weird how most of my teachers 

know him better than I do which is very weird and strange. 

I also love the Church and the Parish Hall so that I can practice piano, and 
the Church is amazing how much beautiful stuff there is in there. 

Some things about my Dad now. I kinda like how I get to mock him loads 
of times and it's fun to do anything in the Church - I’m just not allowed to 
run.   

I love being the daughter of a Priest because the church is close to my 
school, like only two blocks away. Dad makes me walk to School from his 
work when he has early meetings.  Some days he is able to let me go on the bus from school but 
not to school because I normally get dropped off. Also I don't like it when he's all cranky after 
work sometimes. 

Ok, now on to the things I don't like about being a daughter of a Priest. 

First I don't like when I have to stay with him when the service is finished. It's really annoying 

because we have to wait for my Dad to finish everything which takes like 30 minutes. I also do not 

like to do sports like right after school but my parents think it's good for me to get fresh air and 

not go on my computer, phone or tv which is quite sad for me. 

It kinda embarrasses me when he comes in with his collar when I'm with friends and/or I’m just 

coming out of school. 

It's also not easy to be a Priest because he is always busy so might not have enough time to spend 

with me. It's quite annoying how much work he has to do and he takes a lot of time to do it which 

means he has a lot of work so I don't really talk to him when he's in his thinking state because he 

loses all his thoughts.  

 

Also I do not like it when people talk to my Dad when we go shopping, I have to stand there 

waiting for hours just to wait till they stop talking to him.  

What it’s like to be the daughter of a Priest  
by Grace Wilkinson
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He also says he doesn't have many friends which i don't know why because he talks to a lot of 

people, like A LOT of people! 

I love doing readings. It's just fun and easy and carrying the cross to the altar is also fun, easy 

and not heavy. I don't like how people know me because of my Dad which means people really 

don't know me. 

  

I also love being the Priest's daughter because I get to feel like I'm the boss sometimes and he's 

also not weird in front of other people but when it comes to me he's annoying and quite weird 

but that's just what it's like being an important person's daughter. 

My Dad is very sporty and so am I. I love to be the daughter of a Priest because I get to do a lot 

of important  jobs like reading and other stuff. It's amazing how much stuff you can do when 

you're just the daughter of a Priest. 

I am also very blessed to have shelter, food and a bed. He is very kind and caring to others as if 

they were a part of our family, like give them a bed to sleep on if they were visiting somebody in 

hospital my dad would give them a bed and he also treats others with love and care which does 

not just make him a great Priest and Dad, he is also a caring dad.  

He is amazing and weird at the same time but he's still an amazing, great Dad. I love how God 

gave me an amazing Dad, Mum and family. My Dad always helped me if I was stuck on a 

homework question when I was in a different class. He never didn’t help me. He was like a super 

dad!  

I love my dad with all my heart and my family does too.  
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We are a Vestry who is committed first and foremost to prayer. As 
we do this faithfully, we trust that God will lead and do 
immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine. (Eph 3:20) 

We have organized ourselves into sub-teams, according to our passions. Please let any of us 
know if you would like to help. 

Finance 
Fiona White * 
Pip Harry 
Steve Darwall 
Brendon Wilkinson 

Ministry 
Brendon Wilkinson * 
Steve Williams 
Pip Harry 
John Mounsey 
Lynne Mounsey 
Denise Norris 
Fiona Harden 
Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 

Social 
Denise Norris* 
Fiona Harden 
Diana Maher 
Kate Jones 
Lynne Mounsey 

Property 
Steve Darwall * 
Steve Williams 
Paul Jennings 
John Mounsey

Fundraising 
Denise Norris* 
Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 

150th Celebration 
Paul Jennings * 
Kate Jones 
Denise Norris 
John Mounsey 
Lynne Mounsey 
Diana Maher 
Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 

* team leaders

If you were to google ‘Thames Old Girls’ you would not find 

anything online, and yet they have been meeting together for 

49 years. 

In March this year the Thames Old Girls met and decided they would close, a result of Covid as 

well as an aging group with no younger members joining Janice Darrah. It is sad we didn't make 

50 years, she said, however they were no longer able to sustain the demands. 

As a farewell tribute, a beautiful Piano stool was presented to St 

Georges in memory of Roy Fisher, who spent many years playing our 

Piano entertaining the ladies. 

Janice thanks St Georges on behalf of the Old Girls for their 

hospitality and generosity over many years. 

Our Vestry

Thames Old Girls
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St George’s ‘Out and About’

Alec and Jill McLeod celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Congratulations!

David Cooper and 
Sue Watson 

celebrated their 
wedding.  

Congratulations!

The World Day of Prayer led by 
Natasha Speed

Our new signage

Arch Bishop Sir David 
Moxon paying his respects 
at The Rev’d Peter Philip’s 

funeral

Bishop David Cole 
visited in March

Bishop Jim White passed away. 
He was The Rev’d Brendon’s 

mentor throughout Theological 
College and Priesthood.
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St George’s Heritage High Tea 
What a successful afternoon, with 

many coming to enjoy a traditional 
high tea, served by costumed 

waitresses.



 

14

Thames Beach Hop 

St George’s carpark was well used during the Beach Hop. 

A note from Trevor Birchall of the Ulysses Waihi Thames Valley Branch 

Ulysses WTV provided parking etc for all motorcyclists attending Beach Hop in Thames. First I must 

thank all the Volunteers who came along and helped be it for an hour or three. You all did a great 

job. We did not have as many attend as we would have liked but many who did attend did all ask if 

we would do it again next year. 

Re our Charity we raised money for,  it is to go directly to the families who end up at The Hauraki 

Womens Refuge in Thames who are independent body to NZ Womens Refuge. They look after 

people in the Coromandel,  Hauraki Plains, Piako through to Matamata area. The families that end 

up in their house are destitute and have nothing so we will be giving the Trust a food voucher for 

$162.00 which will be topped up with another $54.00 being a dollar for every bike parked there 

from Pak'n Save Thames. 

$108.00 has been given to the Church. 

So thanks to everybody who came and especially those who gave more than we asked for. 

Although we were hoping for a lot more support from neighbouring branches I know it can only 

grow. 

Our Branch had the added bonus of having 5 people approach us wanting to join the Ulysses Club. 

On top that the local Media being the Valley Profile News Paper took our photos and is writing an 

article on our Ulysses Branch. 

As for the cars, I did have a little time to look at some of the cars but certainly not all. 
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St George’s Financials

Please note that, as mentioned at the AGM, the accounts below are not the most up-to-date 
ones. When these become available, they will be emailed out (or printed if preferred) for the 
Parish.
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1: At Christ’s 
crucifixion 
what did the 
soldiers place 

on his head?  
A. Crown of Nettles  
B. Crown of Thorns  
C. Crown of Jewels  
D. Crown of Thistles  

2: For what of Christ’s did the soldiers cast 
lots?  
A. Clothes  
B. Jewels  
C. Donkey  
D. Cross  

3: For how many pieces of silver did Judas 
betray Christ?  
A. 10  
B. 20  
C. 30  
D. 40  

4: How did Judas betray Christ?  
A. By pointing at him  
B. Described him to the authorities  
C. With a kiss  
D. Shook his hand  

5: Christ was led away to which high priest 
first?  
A. Annas  
B. Vitellius  

An Easter Quiz
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C. Caiaphas  
D. Josephus  

6: What was inscribed above the cross?  
A. Prince of the Jews  
B. King of the Jews  
C. Saviour of the Jews  
D. Captain of the Jews  

7: When Jesus died, for how long was there 
darkness over the land?  
A. 3 days  
B. 3 minutes  
C. 3 hours  
D. 3 weeks  

8: What was the name of the man who 
requested Jesus’ body for burial?  
A. Nicodemus  
B. Joseph  
C. Philip  
D. Jonathan  

9: Who of these was first on the scene after 
resurrection of Christ?  
A. Simon  
B. Peter  
C. Cleopas  
D. Mary Magdalene  

10: Pilate offered to release one prisoner - 
which prisoner did the Jews request to be 
released?  
A. Jesus  
B. Barabbas  
C. Paul  
D. Barnabas  

11: After Pilate found no guilt in Christ, for 
what reason did the Jews say that Jesus should 
die?  
A. He claimed to be of heaven  
B. He said he would destroy the temple of God  
C. He claimed to be their King  
D. He had made himself the Son of God  

12: Which disciple wanted to see the 
imprint of the nails before he would 
believe?  
A. Andrew  
B. Thomas  
C. James  
D. Bartholomew  

13: Jesus appeared to his disciples after the 
resurrection beside which sea?  
A. Red Sea  
B. Sea of Joppa  
C. Sea of Tiberias  
D. Dead Sea  

14: Who carried the cross for Christ?  
A. Simon of Cyrene  
B. Simon Peter  
C. Simon the Zealot  
D. Simeon  

15: For how long did Jesus remain after his 
resurrection before he ascended into 
heaven?  
A. 7 days  
B. 14 days  
C. 40 days  
D. 49 days 

Answers on page 23
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1.B 
2.A 
3.C 
4.C 
5.A 
6.B 
7.C 
8.B 
9.D 
10.B 
11.D 
12.B 
13.C 
14.A 
15.C

Vicar:    The Rev’d Brendon Wilkinson (021 556 710) 
Assistant Priest:  The Rev’d David Cooper (07 8682769) 

Parish Office  Ph: (07) 868 6267  
Email:   vicar@thamesanglican.com 
Website:   http://www.thamesanglican.com 
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/thames.anglican.1 

Clergy Team:  Rev Arthur Mead 07 8683913 
   Rev’d Catherine Mackereth 07 8686829 
   Rev’d Lilian Barrett 07 8687999 
   Rev Jim Neilson 07 8683134 

Wardens:   
Vicar’s   Kate Jones 021958003 
People’s   Lynne Mounsey 07 8688482 

Organists:   John Mounsey, Lynne Mounsey, Finlay Clement,  
   Stuart Du Preeze, 

Parish Office:  info@thamesanglican.com 07 8686267 

Vestry :   John and Lynne Mounsey, Kate Jones, Diana Maher,   
   Fiona  Harden, Steve Darwall, Stephen Williams,  
   Pip Harry, Denise Norris, Fiona White,  
   Sue Lewis-O’Halloran, Paul Jennings 

Synod Person:  Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 
Recorder:    Natalie Geary 
Selwyn Group:  Robyn and Amanda

http://www.thamesanglican.com
https://www.facebook.com/thames.anglican.1
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